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Leadership class offers hope to homeless 

By Hatcher Hurd 

by Chris Dekle

July 29, 2004 
By HATCHER HURD 
 
hatcher@northfulton.com 
 
It began with a simple statistic, but behind the numbers is a sad reality that may now have an 
answer. 
 
Each year the Greater North Fulton Chamber of Commerce engages a class of around 30 
business people in its Leadership North Fulton program. The program engages the class in a nine-
month process in which they become more aware of how their community works, socially and 
politically. During the course of the year, they are also challenged to take on a project of their own 
devising that will improve the quality of life in the community. 
 
The 2004 Class looked at that single statistic. From February 2003 to February 2004, the United 
Way's Call for Help 2-1-1 hotline took calls from 1,878 single women with children who were 
seeking housing in the North Fulton area. 
 
Amid some the highest end subdivisions and highest per capita incomes in the state, North Fulton 
hides a dirty little secret. There are women trying to keep families together as single parents and 
there are few if any places to turn in a time of crisis. 
 
In the 2004 Class the idea for The Drake House was born. 
 

Instead of living out of their cars, these 
women need a place of temporary housing 
where their children will be safe while they 
get back on their feet. Like many classes 
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advertisement

before them, the members did not think 
small. Their goal is to raise around $1 
million to buy suitable apartments or 
duplexes under the aegis of a non-profit 
organization to provide the help and the 
shelter for these women and their children. 
 
Kathy Swahn, president of The Drake 
House said she knows it will be an uphill 
battle, but she believes this is a caring 
community and will see the need for this. 
 
"First, we need to identify a physical 
space, a house or an apartment complex. 
That will give us a tangible goal," Swahn 
said. 
 
She, along with fellow board members 
Tedra Cheatham, Phil Baldwin, Margaret Pupillo, Nancy DeLoach and Emmett Shaffer will head 
up the team to make The Drake House a reality. 
 
Jamie Hogan, chairwoman of the 2005 Leadership North Fulton said the initial campaign will 
target local churches, businesses and organizations to provide $5,000 apiece to get the ball rolling. 
 
"It is going to take more than just start-up money. It is going to take the community embracing this 
effort, but we believe it is one the community will take to its heart," Hogan said. 
 
The foundation is named in honor Mary Drake, who was recently recognized by the city of Roswell 
of one of its 15 leading citizens of all time. She has spent more than 40 years of her life helping 
others. As director of Economic Opportunity Atlanta, she brought federal, state and county 
governments together with local donations to help start North Fulton Community Charities, the first 
charitable organization north of the Chattahoochee dedicated to helping families in need. 
 
"I'm very flattered and excited that this is going to happen," Drake said. 
 
NFCC Director Barbara Duffy said The Drake House is the "missing piece" in the community's 
social network. 
 
"It won't be a safe house. It is temporary, emergency housing for women alone with children. It is 
something we hope the community can get behind and a part of," Duffy said. 
 
"What happens now is, we lose those families. The kids leave their schools. That is a loss for our 
community and for their lives." 
 
Habitat for Humanity and HomeStretch are two programs working for long-term solutions for 
working families. But short-term, there is nothing for these women. 
 
"Motels are very expensive," Duffy said. "If we can give them a chance to get back on their feet, 
give them some hope again, they will be working families again. We see families every day who 
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working but without housing." 
 
For information call the North Fulton Chamber of Commerce at 770-993-8806 extension 315 or 
write to the chamber at 1025 Old Roswell Road, Roswell 30076. 
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